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contracts and agreements funded
through the Trust Fund. NOAA and the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
will consult with the Regional Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council
and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commission in carrying out the pro-
gram.

§34.602 Use of funds and eligible ac-
tivities.

(a) Amounts made available to NOAA
may be expended to carry out a pro-
gram comprised of activities described
in section 1604 of the Act. These activi-
ties include coordination of science and
technology programs and stakeholder
engagement, in accordance with sec-
tion 1604(f) of the Act, as well as the
following activities with respect to the
Gulf of Mexico:

(1) Marine and estuarine research.

(2) Marine and estuarine ecosystem
monitoring and ocean observation.

(3) Data collection and stock assess-
ments.

(4) Pilot programs for fishery inde-
pendent data and reduction of exploi-
tation of spawning aggregations.

(5) Cooperative research.

(b) NOAA may also expend amounts
made available from the Trust Fund
for administrative expenses connected
with the program. All funds must be
expended in compliance with the Act,
these regulations, and other applicable
law.

§34.603 Limitations on activities—
NOAA RESTORE Act Science Pro-
gram.

None of the Trust Fund amounts may
be used for the following activities:

(a) For any existing or planned re-
search led by NOAA, unless agreed to
in writing by the grant recipient.

(b) To implement existing regula-
tions or initiate new regulations pro-
mulgated or proposed by NOAA.

(c) To develop or approve a new lim-
ited access privilege program (as that
term is used in section 303A of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act [16 U.S.C.
1853(a)]) for any fishery under the juris-
diction of the South Atlantic, Mid-At-
lantic, New England, or Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Councils.

§34.700

§34.604 Limitations on administrative
expenses—NOAA RESTORE Act
Science Program.

(a) Of the amounts received by NOAA
under the NOAA RESTORE Act
Science Program, not more than three
percent may be used for administrative
expenses.

(b) The three percent limit is applied
to the total amount of funds received
by NOAA, beginning with the first fis-
cal year it receives funds through the
end of the fourth, or most recent fiscal
year, whichever is later.

(c) NOAA may seek reimbursement of
administrative expenses incurred after
the first deposit into the Trust Fund,
to the extent permitted by Federal law.
Administrative expenses incurred prior
to the first deposit into the Trust Fund
are not reimbursable.

§34.605 Reports—NOAA RESTORE Act
Science Program.

NOAA must submit reports as pre-
scribed by Treasury.

§34.606 Recordkeeping—NOAA RE-
STORE Act Science Program.

Recipients and other entities receiv-
ing funds under the NOAA RESTORE
Act Science Program must maintain
records as prescribed by NOAA and
make the records available to NOAA.

§34.607 Audits—NOAA RESTORE Act
Science Program.

NOAA and the Treasury Inspector
General may conduct audits and re-
views of recipient’s accounts and ac-
tivities relating to the Act as either of
them deems appropriate.

Subpart H—Centers of Excellence
Research Grants Program

§34.700 General.

This subpart describes the policies
and procedures applicable to the Cen-
ters of Excellence Research Grants
Program. The program’s purpose is to
establish centers of excellence to con-
duct research only on the Gulf Coast
Region. The funds made available to
the Gulf Coast States under this sub-
part will be in the form of a grant.
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